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NEWCOMERS
1LT R. Youngblood
became a member
of HHB on 20 May
2013
SFC Leandrew
McDonald and SFC
Margarita McDonald gave birth to a
baby boy.
1LT Rayfield
Youngblood and
1LT Caroline
Youngblood gave
birth to a baby girl.
DEPARTURES
2LT WilliamsWhiteside left HHB
to join Bravo Battery on 20 May
2013
CELEBRATIONS
May 12th – Happy
Mother’s Day to all
our wonderful
Mothers!

The cup is definitely half full! May began with the our assumption of authority and the departure of the 2-18th FA Diamond Soldiers.
Immediately following their departure, we experienced a population boom
on Camp Redleg as the ranks of HHB filled in with more Hellraiser personnel arriving from Kuwait. With the increase in personnel came the
first MWR trip to Dubai. Hellraiser Soldiers got to see the Mall of Dubai
and the world’s tallest building, the Burj Kahlifa.
During their leisure time, the Hellraiser junior officers were challenged to a volleyball match by the Australian officers. The Hellraiser
Battery proved it’s might by defeating the Australian Air Force’s volleyball team three games to one, making HHB the first American team on
Redleg to defeat a Coalition team in a scheduled sporting event; a winning tradition the Hellraisers intend to maintain. Another option for leisure time came at the hands of SPC Ayala and SPC Perez, as they began
instructing a Zumba-like Salsa exercise class for Redleg residents. The
classes are attracting a lot of attention; in fact the size of the class has
grown from eight to nineteen Soldiers. It’s a shame most Hellraisers have
two left feet, however. The awkward moves result in a very high caloric
burn and a ton of sweat!
Regardless of where Hellraisers are, they are consistently training in order to increase the unit’s efficiency and effectiveness. We have
started our “back to the basics” common task training which has encapsulated medical training, radio training, and other tasks focused on supporting our mission here such as cultural awareness training.
In everything we do we find ways to improve our posture. Since
their arrival, every HHB section has undergone a change to the physical
layout of their working area. The largest change that took place was
headed up by MSG Mullennix, the Operations Sergeant Major. He orchestrated a complete headquarters tent layout change, which involved
synchronizing all headquarters assets in order to prevent loss of any of our
capabilities and provide better customer service. The operation took two
full days of laborious effort, which resulted in a great success. In fact,
upon completion of the move MSG Mullennix was unusually calm,
friendly and for a moment, some would say, he even smiled. Your Soldiers continue to make improvements to living conditions here at Camp
Redleg on a daily basis. Most notably, a huge addition to the Steel Warrior Dinning Facility was the Army Electric Kitchen that was delivered,
immediately installed, and put to use. The new kitchen enabled our cooks
and their crew of kitchen helpers the ability to significantly improve the
quality of our food.
To our Families back home, thank you for your support! We
could not accomplish everything that we do without you, we are forever
indebted and honored to call you our Family! We wish you all a peaceful
end to Spring, and a safe and prosperous June.
CPT Brandon McKean
HELLRAISER 6

BIRTHDAYS
April – SPC Andrea
Shepperd, SGT Marquita Davis, SPC Noah
McCluskey, SPC Cory
Raschella, SPC Lymaris Ayala, SGT
Gregory Levy, SFC
Gilbert Barriga, 2LT
Jason Stogner, SPC
Casey Luna
May – 1LT Anthony
Paris, 1LT Peter Fiol,
SGT Joseph Hernandez, SGT James Sharp,
SPC Troy Powders,
SPC Danielle Harris,
SPC Patrick Edwards
June – 1SG Kevin
Carter, SPC Christopher Alipio, SGT
Charles Bass, CSM
Dan Nolen 16th, SFC
Leandrew McDonald,
SPC Eric Milzarski,
SFC Sean Dillon, PFC
William Huber
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CSM Nolen and MSG Mullennix standing outside a children's store named “Sergent Major”

SPC Ayala received recognition as the
“Steel Warrior of the Week” for her
medical training excellence.

HHB Soldiers training on medical tasks during Iron
Horse Warrior Training
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One month has passed since the departure of Assassin Battery from Ft. Sill, OK. Currently, the Soldiers of Alpha
Battery are in two locations: FOB Redleg, United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) and Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Despite the separation of the unit, the Soldiers continue to proudly represent the Battery with their winning attitude, teamwork, and professionalism.
Whether it is during missions or helping to improve the quality of life at Camp Redleg, the Assassins are making
great contributions in the battalion during the initial phase of the deployment. The Assassins continue to show why they are
unquestionably the best HIMARS unit. They have successfully conducted numerous training exercises with higher headquarters to ensure mission readiness. In addition, the battery has partnered with the 97th Heavy Artillery Regiment laying
the initial groundwork for future operations and increasing their overall interoperability. It takes leadership to ensure that
these things happen correctly and that they continue to maintain a high state of readiness, the battery would like to thank
2LT McFarland, SSG Norville, SSG Hughes, SSG Nussbaumer, SSG Nunez, SSG Moore, and the rest of the team for doing
an excellent job of setting the example for others to follow.
Conducting missions is just a part of what the Soldiers have been doing during their time at Camp Redleg. Camp
Redleg is a self-sustaining base, which requires everyone to contribute. Soldiers such as SGT Dickson, SPC Righettini,
SPC Robinson, SPC Crooks, SPC White, and SPC Springs have used their craftsmanship skills to build or further develop
areas such as our dining facility and other morale, welfare, recreational activities. We would like to offer our thanks to these
guys for their help, as they continue to make this camp a better place.
The Assassins in Kuwait are waiting on their Visas and passports to arrive before they join the rest of the battery in
U.A.E. However, the contingent at Camp Buehring continues to support the fight as they continue to train and develop Alpha Battery/ 2-20 FAR on their HIMARS mission. A/2-20 FA originally slotted as a M270A1 unit made the transition to
HIMARS for this upcoming deployment. Our unit, filled with well-trained NCOs, provided the initial training to ensure
that A/ 2-20 FA was ready for the deployment with their new equipment at Fort Hood, TX. We are happy to see our brothers in arms again. We were able to further develop their proficiency with their equipment and share additional tactics, techniques, and procedures with them. We offer a special thanks to SSG Landon, SSG Lund, SSG Yates, SSG Garrett, SGT
Whigham, and the rest of the Soldiers who exhibited our teamwork always attitude! No mission is too great for the mighty,
Assassins Battery.
When not training, Soldiers continue to have fun displaying their stellar attitudes, competitiveness, and showing
their commitment to the cause. SPC William Trower and SPC Andrew Madrid have already reenlisted at the USO Fallen
Soldier Memorial at Camp Buehring. In addition, the battery has found some time to unwind as they were able to participate
in several team building events at Camp Buehring such as the Camp Buehring Volleyball Tournament, Tough Mudder (5
mile race through a mud field filled with obstacles), and the Memorial Day 5K run (a run in honor of the service members
who have given their lives in service of our country).
Families, we continue to work hard and grow each day as Soldiers, and it is always great to know that there is a
support channel back home to connect to. I want to thank you for providing that channel for these Soldiers. I know they
appreciate the calls, the letters, and the care packages. I want to let you know that your sons are being cared for because
within the Assassins Battery, we know that “These are my brothers, we will always be there for each other”.

CPT Sean Grevious
ASSASSIN 6

A well known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a $20.00 bill. In the room of 200, he asked, "Who would like this $20 bill?"
Hands started going up. He said, "I am going to give this $20 to one of you, but first, let me do this." He proceeded to crumple the $20
dollar bill up. He then asked, "who still wants it?" Still the hands were up in the air. Well, he replied, "what if I do this?" And he
dropped it on the ground and tarted to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He picked it up, now crumpled and dirty. "Now who still
wants it?" Still the hands went into the air.
"My friends, we have all learned a very valuable lesson," he said, "no matter what I did to the money, you still wanted it because it did
not decrease in value. It was still worth $20."
Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come
our way. We feel as though we are worthless. But no matter what has happened, or what will happen, you will never lose your value.
Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still priceless ... and especially to those who love you. The worth of our lives comes
not in what we do or who we know, but by WHO WE ARE. "You are special - Don't EVER forget it." Count your blessings, not your
problems. Never be afraid to try something new.
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We arrived safely! Currently a little more than half the Battery is working in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) while the other part of the Battery is conducting training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait while they wait for their visas.
Soldiers in UAE have been faced with challenging requirements, conducting
a mission that is very different from our normal HIMARs mission set. However, without fail, they have adapted, learned and are executing superbly.
Soldiers are rotating through 8 hour shifts manning an entry control point
(ECP) which controls, searching and authorizing all traffic coming onto and
from the camp, a huge responsibility that helps keep everyone on Camp
Redleg safe. Each person has demonstrated that all the training that we did
before deployment set us up for success here on the ground in UAE.
In order to make sure that we are all ready for any situations that may come up, we conduct security rehearsals
several times a week. No one knows what time they will be called upon, or what situation they will be faced with before
hand until the alert and initial report comes in. While sometimes done in the early morning or late evening when Soldiers
are relaxing or sleeping, they have allowed us to improve our systems, our organization, and our reaction time significantly
in the few short weeks that we have been here. This definitely keeps everyone on their toes.
Since we are here in UAE, we are working daily to build relations with the other military forces on the air base.
The Australian Air Force and the British Air Force have both been here for years and are well established. Since we have
similar security force (SECFOR) missions, we have begun to share much of our information. This also gives us a chance to
relax and have some fun with them too. Last week, we had the first SECFOR Coalition Volleyball Tournament. Unfortunately, the Australian team won but we have high hopes to win the trophy back in the coming weeks. Each week we will be
bringing Soldiers over to the Australian compound to let them meet and talk
to their counterparts from other countries. We will also continue our intense,
competitive volleyball games. There are hopes to put together soccer and
cricket teams as well in the coming months.
On Saturday evenings, some of Bravo’s Soldiers go into Dubai to
attend Catholic Mass. On the way back, other Soldiers from Bravo are meeting them at the front gate in order to work with the Emirate Security Forces
and check bags and IDs in an attempt to build working relationships with our
host nation counterparts. Between different relationship building, and the
daily SECFOR duties and the taskings that keep Camp Redleg running from
day to day, the Soldiers of Bravo Battery are working very hard and keeping
very busy.
We would like to say a quick thank you to the FRG for the support
they have shown Bravo Soldiers and their families this past month. Sometimes the transition that happens when a unit deploys is not an easy one, but
we all appreciate you for everything you are doing. What you are doing there
at home, Ft Sill, or some other state directly affects every Soldier every day.
CPT JUSTIN THORKILDSEN
BLACKHORSE 6
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Phoenix Warriors and Family.
It is difficult to spend any amount of time so far from the ones that we love and cherish
dearly. Thank you for holding down the fort at home so that your soldier may focus on his or her
mission abroad. Together, we have successfully completed our first month of deployment!
I ask that everyone be cognizant of what you post on the internet. Social media outlets
are great tools to keep in touch. However, once information has been posted, it is available for
the world to see. Do not put your soldier’s safety, your safety, or the safety of the other 578th
FSC families at risk. If you are unsure about whether to post something on Facebook, Twitter,
Myspace, Instagram, etc., please check with the FRG Leader or FRSA.
It’s summer time! Many of our families will be traveling across the country. Please notify the FRG Leader or the FRSA if you will be leaving the Lawton/Fort Sill area for more than
24 hours. This ensures they know where you are in case of an emergency.
In closing, please take advantage of the activities the FRG has organized. This provides
you the opportunity to support one another through this difficult time. Please let Ms. Norman
know if there are any activities that you would like to participate in.
We keep our loved ones at home in our thoughts and prayers always.
CPT ADRIEN FLONNORY
Phoenix 6

Frequently Asked Questions
1.

Can I post a countdown on Facebook?
No. Please do not post any countdowns on Facebook. This information is available to the world and
puts your soldier at risk. Feel free to keep a countdown in your home. One unique countdown that was
shared is counting down the number of pay checks until your soldier returns. This is something you don’t
have to keep track of everyday and isn’t as long as waiting for each month.
2. Will the families be notified of the exact date the soldiers will return home?
Yes. You will be contacted by phone by your key caller. At this time, there is no exact return date.
3. When and how do I place a Red Cross message?
A Red Cross Message should be sent out when there is anything emergent a soldier needs to know
such as a death in the family. Please call 1-877-272-7337.

May 28, 2013
168thBSB Blood
Drive for Moore
Tornado victims
at Honeycutt
Gym from 08001300. They will
also be accepting donations.
May 30, 2013 Phoenix Family PlayDate/Volunteer
Recognition at
1800. Meetat
Cherry Berry on
Sheridan Rd.
June 3, 2013 Food
Sanitation Training at 2775 Ringgold Road. First
session at 1000
and second session at 1730.
June 5, 2013 Care
Team Walk
Through at 1100
in the Regimental Room BLDG
3421

4. How do I enroll for FREE childcare?
As a dependent of a deployed sponsor, your child can receive up to 16 hours of FREE CHILDCARE EACH MONTH. This starts 30 days prior to deployment, continues throughout the deployment, and
ends 90 days after the service member returns from deployment. Anything over the initial 16 hours will cost
$2.00 per hour. Registration appointments can be made by calling 580-442-3927/4836/1098. All forms are
available online at https://webtrac.mwr.army.mil

June 6, 2013 FRG
Meeting & Creative Cards Night
at 1700 in the
FRC at BLDG
3423

5. How long does it take mail to reach my soldier?
It takes about 7-14 days for mail to reach your soldier. Please do not pay for insurance. It only
covers the package while it is state side. Once the mail leaves the U.S., it is no longer ensured. The same
applies for faster shipping. The package will only ship faster within the states. It will more than likely reach
your soldier in the same amount of time as a package without the extra cost.

June 7, 2013 BDE
Soldier and Family Appreciation
Day at Rowe
Field
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The last few weeks have been very busy for the Soldiers of the LNO Cell as we adjust to deployment life here at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Though adjusting to a new environment, climate and battle
rhythm can be challenging; the Outlaws Soldiers have excelled greatly in typical Steel Warrior fashion.
Not only have the Outlaws facilitated the movement of Battalion personnel from Kuwait to the United
Arab Emirates, but they have also worked diligently to locate and ship essential equipment to Camp
Redleg, UAE.
The Outlaws have also had opportunities to conduct valuable training while here at Camp
Buehring. Members of both Alpha and Bravo Batteries have been participating in regular classes with
members of Alpha Battery, 2-20 from Fort Hood, TX. A/2-20 is also a HIMARS unit deployed to Camp
Buehring and currently falls under 1-14 Battalion. Our Soldiers have had the opportunity to conduct digital
sustainment training, ammunition reload operations, and fire mission processing, alongside A/2-20, as they
prepared for their Golden Lances II coalition live fire exercise.
The Soldiers here at Camp Buehring have also had opportunities to attend some exciting Morale,
Welfare and Recreation events. Soldier from all four Batteries participated in the Tough Mudder 5k Race
which consisted of an obstacle race through muddy terrain. Even though the event was physically challenging it provided a great team building opportunity for the 1-14 Camp Buehring Soldiers. The Outlaws also
had an opportunity to attend a country music concert featuring the artist Rachel Lipsky. The Soldiers enjoyed the performance and the opportunity to break up the day to
day grind of deployment life.
Despite being away from home and their loved ones the Outlaw’s spirits are high. We’ll continue to drive on with our mission and continue to utilize this opportunity to demonstrate all
the hard work we have put in to prepare for this deployment.
Thanks for all the support from our loved ones back home and
we cannot wait to see you all again!

A/2-20 1st Platoon Fire Direction Section during Golden Lance II.
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Steel Warrior Families
First, the furlough have hit. In response to these events, The Ft. Sill Commissary will close on
Mondays beginning 8 July - 30 September 2013. In fact, all commissaries will close on Mondays unless
this was a regularly scheduled restock day in which case those (we're not one of them) commissaries will
close on Tuesdays. This plan is optimal for Fort Sill.
The furlough will also hit the Battalion in the services I will be providing. I will be off on every
Friday to facilitate the days required that I am required to take off. If you have an emergency, please call
staff duty at 270-442-2007.
The First two weeks of June will be very busy around post and the Battalion. On 4 June, SillFACTS will occur starting at 1000 at the Fort Sill Welcome and Conference Center. This is the meeting
where post briefs command on what is occurring in the near future. This is often where I gather information to pass on to the FRG leaders who in turn share with you.
On 5 June the Battalion will have a Care Team walk thru to show the timeline and the process to
all CARE Team members. This process will start with the call to activate and continue up to the point of
leaving for a home. Have activities like this one allows the Care Team to streamline their response times
and the support they are able to provide. If you would like to be on a Care Team there is a training opportunity on 6 June at 0900 held at the Graham Resiliency Training Campus. Please call Mary if you would like
to attend so she can reserve you a slot.
Speaking of the Care Team, there will be a “get to meet the team” potluck on 14 June at 1800 in
building 3423. This will be an opportunity to meet the team and ask questions. See what role you would
be interested in filling.
On 7 June the Brigade is having a Soldier/Family appreciation day. This event will be held on
Rowe field. It is free to the Families. Several activities will be available for the children to participate in.
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Greetings, in the name of our Lord.
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. (Proverbs 18:21/
CEB)
It is often a tragic and sorrowful thing to see the truth of this proverb at work. A child who is never praised,
a wife who is beaten down with words, and a man who is never encouraged in his efforts all produce individuals who are alive on the outside, but dead on the inside. What a sad thing, and it’s all because of
someone’s use of words.
Have you ever encountered one of those people who are always building up others with a word of hope or
encouragement? I had that privilege with a rather well-known pastor, I have read much of what he has
written, listened to hours of his teaching, and have greeted him multiple times at conferences and other
events. But he impacted me most by a few brief moments we shared just talking one-on-one.
“Encourage someone unexpectedly today. You’ll be blessed, and they’re going to love it!’
In that brief encounter, I learned a lot, and I left that conversation with a deeper understanding of the power
and importance of words. To this day, I remember his words to me, though they were spoken many years
ago. This man, whom God continues to use greatly, said some unexpected things to me. He remarked how
greatly God was using me, asked if he could pray for me, and commented favorably on our facility, the
people of our congregation, and the wonderful things he had heard about our church.
Humbled by is hind words, I realized there was no ulterior motive behind them. The man had nothing to
gain from me; his ministry was not going to be advanced by his encounter with me or by puffing me up
with compliments. Dumbstruck, I realized, This is who this man is! He is an encourager, a man who has
chosen to speak life with his tongue rather than the death of discouragement. And I have to say, I enjoyed
the fruit of it that day.
I haven’t seen this man in almost a decade, but I sure wouldn’t mind running into him again,. I have never
forgotten his encouraging words, and in turn, I left the encounter with the desire to speak unexpected encouragement to others as had been spoken to me.
CPT RICHARD HURST
BATTALION CHAPLAIN
“STEEL WARRIORS”

SSG Landon and SSG Willett enjoying themselves
during the Tough Mudder 5k Race.

SPC Trower’s reenlistment with 1LT Young at
the USO Fallen Soldier Memorial.

SPC Madrid’s reenlistment with 1LT Young at
the USO Fallen Soldier Memorial.

1-14 Soldiers training on the HIMARS with A/2-20 Soldiers.

