
  

Soldiers, Families and friends of the Steel Warrior Battalion, this is a quick update on the deployment. 
 
The past two months have been very busy with deployment preparations. I am proud of the STEEL WARRIORS 
and we are trained and ready for this deployment. My special thanks goes out to the families of our formation, you 
are the bedrock that provide our solid footing and allow us to focus on the mission. I am humbled by your steadfast 
dedication and the resiliency of our families during this time of change in the Army and the deployment. 
 
The Soldiers of the STEEL WARRIORS are committed to the Army Profession, a noble and selfless calling 
founded on the bedrock of trust. The next several months will be challenging as we adjust to the new battle rhythm 
and become acclimatized to our deployment location. Once we are established with our new routine, I am positive 
that everyone will have the opportunity to communicate with their families and tell some great stories of how things 
are “over there”. 
 
The other day we held the BN FRG Steering Committee and I am excited about the great energy the BTRY FRG 
groups have to connect families with our deployed Soldiers. The BTRY FRG leaders discussed some great fund-
raisers and fun activities. I am looking forward to hearing your feedback on these events. 
 
The elements of our formation that remain behind are ready to provide their support to families. The commander of 
this element is CPT Highstrom and his battle buddy is SFC Clark. They will do an outstanding job here at Fort Sill 
and ensure communication continuously flows between family members and Soldiers overseas. 
 
“The strength of the Nation is our Army, 
The strength of the Army is our Soldiers, 
The strength of our Soldiers is our Families, 
This is what makes us Army Strong!” 
  GEN Raymond Odierno 
  38

th
 Chief of Staff, U.S. Army 

 
Thank you and may the hand of God be with us 
all. 
 
STEEL WARRIORS! 
 
JP Maddaloni 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Commanding 

 
 
 

Issue  1         April  2013 

     Steel Warrior 



 

 

 

  

Hellraisers 

The last few months have been very busy for the Soldiers of Headquarters Battery as 
we continued our preparations for deployment.   Soldiers have continued to excel both on 
and off duty with SGT Osipov earning Battalion NCO of the Month and SGT Hernandez earn-
ing Soldier of the Month. 

The Battery has undergone many changes since our last newsletter with the addition 
of nearly 25 Soldiers from across the Brigade and the Army.  The Battery would like to ex-
tend a warm welcome to the Families and Soldiers who have joined our wonderful team.   

Your Soldiers have endured challenging training leading up to our deployment and 
completed the Battalion Culminating Training Exercise in March in order to validate our readi-
ness.  22 of our Hellraiser Soldiers departed earlier in the month on ADVON to stage our re-
ception into Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.  The remainder of the Battery will depart 
Fort Sill within the next two weeks to join our team in UAE.  Our Families and Friends have 
done a magnificent job supporting your Soldier during their deployment process, thank you 
all for your support! 

Thanks to great efforts from our newest FRG volunteers, Mrs Jessica Mullennix, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Sullivan, Mrs. Michelle Bassett, Mrs. Amanda Veracruz, Mrs. Conny Morrin, Mrs. 
Ashley Geisler, and Mrs. Ashlee Mathis, our Families and Friends remaining at Ft Sill will be 
in good hands.  In addition to our outstanding FRG, the rear detachment command team, 
CPT Highstrom and 1SG Clark, stand willing and ready to assist Family members through 
our deployment. 

The battery concluded our training here at Fort Sill with a team building event at the 
Combat Conditioning Course at Ft Sill.  Soldiers displayed their physical stamina along with 
personal courage and teamwork as they negotiated a physically tough course.  Teams were 
established and they negotiated the course using teamwork and their physical stamina.  Con-
cluding the event was a relay race in which the teams carried a patrol cap through the half 
mile course.  The winning teams earned a half day off to enjoy at their leisure. 

We understand this has been a very emotional few weeks for everyone involved with 
the 1-14 FA BN.  Now that our deployment is upon us, the FRG would like to remind every-
one to respect operational security, and think before posting information online and sharing it 
with friends and family. We are all excited and a little overwhelmed by this journey, and we 
all want every Soldier in our unit to have a safe and successful deployment. 

The battery FRG will hold a volunteer planning meeting on May 2
nd

 and an FRG 
meeting on May 9

th
.  All Families and Friends are welcome and encouraged to attend both 

events.  Finally, we look forward to seeing our Families and Friends at the Hellraiser bake 
sale and car wash fundraiser on May 25

th
! 

 

HHB, 1-14 FA – April 2013 Newsletter 

 



d 

 

 

 

Hellraisers 

Photos 

 

Soldiers preparing to negotiate 

the Combat Conditioning 

SSG Rainey, SPC Harris, and 

SPC Martel low crawl below a 

barbed wire obstacle. 

SSG Veracruz displays his endur-

ance as he completes the horizon-

tal bars. 
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After long months of preparation, planning and training, Alpha Battery/ 1-14 FA are de-
ploying. First stop is Kuwait, then on to the United Arab Emirates at Forward Operating Base 
(FOB) Redleg. 

The battalion’s deployment schedule is staggered, with different groups of Soldiers 
leaving one week apart. Eleven Alpha Battery Soldiers left on 11 April with the advance party 
in order to help receive the remainder of the Battery on 19 April. The remainder of the Battal-
ion is scheduled to depart on 26 April. 

“This is my first deployment, and the deployment process has been a learning experi-
ence,” SPC Joshua Stevens said.  

SPC Stevens is one of many Soldiers in Alpha Battery deploying for the first time. In 
order to prepare soldiers, the Assassins Battery took many steps to ensure soldier readiness 
and unit morale. The first step was online theater-specific individual readiness training 
(TSIRT).  

“TSIRT are online certifications of required skills and knowledge that ensures soldiers 
certified on a multitude of task before they depart downrange,” said SGT Robert Wagner, Al-
pha Battery’s training room NCO. 

Soldiers completed multiple courses including first aid, survival training, and refreshers 
of basic Army knowledge. A special emphasis was also placed on the Middle East and desert 
environments. 

Along with online training, Alpha Battery Soldiers also completed Soldier’s Readiness 
Processing (SRP). SRP consists of a litany of medical screenings, immunizations, blood 
work, legal coordination and briefings to prepare a Soldier for overseas deployment. 

“Medical personnel made the immunization process as painless as possible,” SPC 
Joshua Stevens said, but the Anthrax shot wasn’t as bad as I thought, though it burned for a 
good minute!” 
 Alpha Battery also participated in the battalion’s Culminating Training Exercise (CTE) 
from February 28 to 4 March at FOB Mowway. The CTE gave the unit an opportunity to certify 
our soldiers prior to the deployment. A very important step into ensuring we are ready for any 
assigned task thrown our way. The Battery fired a total of 48 rockets down range during the 
CTE, show casing our talents to deliver timely and accurate fires. The Assassins are ready to 
deploy, and we are excited for the opportunity to serve our country. 

CPT Sean Grevious 
ASSASSIN 6  
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Assassins Photos 

Deployment Ceremony 

Until Later 

ADVON 
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A well known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a $20.00 bill. In the room of 200, he asked, "Who would like this $20 bill?"  

Hands started going up. He said, "I am going to give this $20 to one of you, but first, let me do this."  He proceeded to crumple the $20 

dollar bill up. He then asked, "who still wants it?"  Still the hands were up in the air.  Well, he replied, "what if I do this?"  And he 

dropped it on the ground and tarted to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He picked it up, now crumpled and dirty.  "Now who still 

wants it?"  Still the hands went into the air.   

"My friends, we have all learned a very valuable lesson," he said, "no matter what I did to the money, you still wanted it because it did 

not decrease in value. It was still worth $20." 

Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come 

our way.  We feel as though we are worthless. But no matter what has happened, or what will happen, you will never lose your value.  

Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still priceless ... and especially to those who love you.   The worth of our lives comes 

not in what we do or who we know, but by WHO WE ARE.  "You are special - Don't EVER forget it."  Count your blessings, not your 

problems.  Never be afraid to try something new.  

Deployment can be challenging time for any service member or military family; however Bravo Bat-

tery (Blackhorse), 1st Battalion, 14th Field Artillery Regiment has been training diligently for months 

and has become a cohesive team that is more than prepared for the upcoming deployment.  The Battery 

will deploy to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to conduct security operations and provide rocket and 

missile fires. The Blackhorse Battery underwent extensive training including weapons qualifications, 

mounted and dismounted combat drills, and Force Protection training designed to protect ourselves and 

each other in a wide variety of situations both on and off the base.  

 Bravo Battery has been preparing for this mission since early September 2012 and is set to deploy to 

UAE within the next few weeks. The Blackhorse Battery has been rigorously challenged on their agil-

ity and flexibility in responding to changes within the mission. The Battery and its Soldiers have per-

formed exceptionally through all the challenges and changes.  There is no question in anyone’s mind 

that as we conduct our final preparations, the Soldiers of Bravo Battery, 1-14 FA are ready for the mis-

sion at hand. 

Leading up to our departure, as a Battery we take a moment to thank the families and friends that have 

supported us so far and will continue to do so in the coming months.  As well trained and professional 

Soldiers, each and every one of us will be a good representative of our families, the unit, the Army, and 

the United States to the Soldiers and civilians of the United Arab Emirates.  We are all looking forward 

to conducting the mission that we have been working so hard to prepare for, knowing that we are con-

tributing to the security of the United States of America both for our families at home and our fellow 

Soldiers overseas.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Soldiers of B/1-14 at the BN Deployment Ceremony (SSG Robinson as the BN Guidon Holder) 
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SPC Klier of B/1-14FA saying farewell to a veteran guest at the BN Deploy-

ment Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

B/1-14   Soldiers conducting a sand table brief 

 

 

 

 

 

SGT Drogmund conducting a class on Traffic 

Control Points 

BLACKHORSE Photos 
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Phoenix Warriors and family. 

Deployment has finally come upon us.  This month is not an easy time.  
As Phoenix Warriors, we will rise from the ashes of leaving our loved 
ones to accomplish the mission at hand.  We will return stronger and 
wiser than before.  This is experience will strengthen our relationships 
with our fellow soldiers and families.   
 
Family members, it is pertinent that during this time, you utilize all your 
resources.  Throughout the course of the deployment, the FRG has a va-
riety of activities planned.  They are also able to refer you to any services 
that you may require while your soldier is away. 
 
I will keep you abreast of any important information.  Please make sure 
that your contact information is always up to date.  Any changes need to 
be reported immediately to the FRG Leader, FRSA, or Rear D CDR. 
 
Remember, you are our at home heroes. Family is a soldier’s foundation.  
You all keep us lifted and are the reason we continue to push on. 
 
Phoenix 6 

5 7 8 F S C , 1 - 1 4  F A  

 

PHOENIX 

1-14th FAR Fort Sill 

Commander         
CPT Highstrom (580)
919-2032 

BDE Chaplain -       

CHP Bennett 

(580) 442-1596 

578
th
 FSC FRG 

Leader – 

Vanessa Norman 

(580) 919-0621 

Post Wide Garage 
Sale 
The Fort Sill Post wide 
Garage Sale will be our 
first fundraiser!  If you 
have any items that are 
new or gently used that 
you would like to donate 
please contact: 
 

Vanessa Norman 
580-919-0621 
Frg_578fsc@yahoo.com 
 

Example: Baby Clothes, 

Toys, Furniture, Shoes, 

Dresses, etc. 

Look forward to the exciting events we are 

planning: 

Break a Sweat Saturday 

Creative Cards Night 

Phoenix Playdate  

Paintball 

Bowling  

Swimming 

If there are any events you would like to see 

or plan please contact  

the FRG Leader! 

mailto:Frg_578fsc@yahoo.com
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Steel Warrior Families 
 
As promised here is the address for the Soldiers down range 
 For Soldiers who have moved to UAE                                            For Soldiers awaiting visas  
Name– NO RANK       Name– NO RANK 
(Battery/Company) 1-14th FAR     Battery/Company) 1-14th FAR 
Camp Redleg       Camp Buehring 
APO AE 09304       APO AE 09330 
 
Packages can start being  mailed now, and I know the ladies and gents are waiting to see the 
goodies. 
 
Reminders for Families,  

1. If you are leaving town for over 24 hours please inform  me of the physical address where you 
will be located.  The information may be sent to mary.g.miller22.civ@mail.mil 

2. Leave is not authorized for the 9 month deployment.  Soldiers will have MWR/USO opportuni-
ties during the deployment.  Camp Redleg has a free WiFi Tent and free Internet Computers 
with webcams.  

3. Keep your phone number updated with your FRG leader. 

4. Staff Duty may be reached at 580-442-2700.  CPT Highstrom is the Commander. 

5. Pictures will be posted we available on the Battalion Face book page 

6. The BN newsletter is going to start monthly and will be available on the Battalion Face Book 
Page. 

7. Please contact  your FRG leader and request a copy of the 1-14th Care Team Questionnaire, 
it provides  help for you to organize  your  daily life should any emergency occur. 

8. THE BATTALION IS HERE TO SUPPORT YOU DURING THIS TIME. 

 
 

F A M I L Y  R E A D I N E S S  

 

FRSA 

Changes on post 
 
Food Handlers course can no longer be offered via special request or by viewing slides 
offered by ACS/MWR.  Class will be offered the first TUESDAY each moth once at 1000 
and again at 1730.  Class is first come first serve, and is only open to 40  members each 
time.  Please plan accordingly for fundraisers. 


